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that...to give them..._give him this credibility? And that's
what they do when they give him the faculty status, they give
him credibility, which he does not deserve. So, I"'m still
asking the question. 1"1l never get an answer, 1 don"t think.
But my last little thing that 1 will say here, and |1 think
Senator Preister touched on it, all we"re asking, we don"t want
you to stop the research, all we"re asking is you do not use the
tissue from elective abortions. There are other sources. Thank
you, Senator Brashear.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Brashear.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Mr. President, members of the body, thank you
all for your attention, consideration, participation. 1 think
it has been a good debate. I suggest that it identifies the
kinds of issues with which we"re dealing. None of us were a
part of the decision, 1iIn 1993, to begin the research, nor
apparently was the Board of Regents. I"'m not into fault
finding; I have...to me, this 1iIs not about any individual,
whether they were here or weren"t here, whether they were
responsible or not, that®s not what we"re dealing with. What we
have 1is an issue that greatly divides our public, not just us,
our public. I think we"re probably all getting letters on both
sides of this issue. We need, I think, in our leadership role
we have the jurisdiction. It is not for the regents to hear
their own case; it is for this Legislature, which outranks that
Board of Regents, to take control of this and establish a
process by which now the people can be brought on-board in an
issue that they were closed out from. They didn®"t know in "93,
you didn"t know in "93, I wasn"t here and 1 didn"t know in 1993,
but today I know. I hear the issues, | hear the questions, |1
think they"re entitled to an answer. We seldom 1look to
Washington for an example of anything, but I notice that they
have a related issue involving fetal organs and possible traffic
in them, and what do they do? They immediately establish
committees in both houses to get at the facts. There are facts
here, although all sides seem to think we have all the answers,
and that"s where we clash is because we"re all so positive. I'm
not certain we have all the facts here. At some point the
people need to be led through the process and we need to
conclude how we will proceed.
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