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straight out sunset would say that this particular act, the 
Rural Economic Opportunities Act, would terminate on such and 
such a date. And I didn't know whether "without further 
authorization of the Legislature" was Intended to mean something 
other than a new bill extending the provisions of this 
particular bill. My objective was to change the language 
slightly in the sunset provision in accordance with the 
amendment that's on your gadget, and it strikes the language 
"without further authorization of the Legislature", and simply 
says "there shall be no project applications approved on or 
after July 1, 2004", which is the date which is in the bill
already. So it's seeking to make more definite and to clarify 
the sunset provision. We put a sunset provision, you may 
recall, in Senator Wehrbein's bill on economic development. And 
from my perspective I'm beginning to come very...to become very, 
very uneasy about all of the different types of "economic 
development" measures that we're passing in the Legislature. 
And I think it makes sense to put a sunset on every one of them 
and to, in the next couple of years, really take a look at our 
whole Department of Economic Development or our whole philosophy 
and rationale for putting state money into economic development 
of one type or another and see if we can't develop something a 
little more coherent. When the state first started getting into 
economic development, the rationale was, look, other states are 
giving incentives, so we have to give incentives to protect 
our...our economic base and to compete successfully with other 
states for business. So that economic conservative principle 
that basically we all started with, that says business should 
compete on its own and stand on its own two legs and rise or 
fall in accordance with economic principles, that went kind of 
by the side, because other states started giving incentives that 
upset the straight, Adam Smith, competitive idea of capitalism 
in the United States. So we departed from that principle. 
Since we departed from that principle to protect ourselves from 
other states, now we've started to depart from that principle 
for a variety of other reasons. And I think this particular 
session illustrates some of the problems that are starting to 
develop. For example, you have three different economic 
development bills before you that purport to deal with primarily 
rural areas, all of which are designed along new and different 
principles. And I think that the first thing we need to do this 
session is the folks who have these three different bills should
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