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Partnership had been put together rather recently and some of
the same discussion occurred then as iIs occurring now. But let
me...let me say why...why 1 can"t support the bill. And it"s
not...it doesn"t have anything to do with not wanting to provide
adequate services and support for the...for the blind and the
visually-handicapped. To me, it is not...that does not enter
into the equation whatsoever.We have that mechanism now

through Health and Human Services. If we"re going to start
carving out major parts of the existing duties of Health and
Human Services and putting them back into separate agencies then
I would suggest we evaluate the entire Health and Human Services
organization and do it in a...in a meaningful manner, not taking
one at a time and saying we"re going to treat this...we"re going
to treat this function differently than we are other functions.
As important as...as it is to provide services for the blind, it
is also important to provide services for all other handicap and
whether i1t be deaf or weather it be other...other groups of
people who have the unfortunate imparities that the blind do.
And so it"s not a comprehensive approach to revamping the system
and that 1is one of my major objections. Another objection is
that we all go back and tell our constituents that we"re trying
to do what we can to hold down the growth of government; that we
don"t want government to increase, except where it is absolutely
necessary to serve the people and we"ll do everything we can to
monitor that. And this...this is looking at this function in a
“microism”™, by itself, without looking at the entire functions
that | think are related to this. And so | don"t think, as...as
worthy as the cause is, 1 cannot bring myself to do it in this
fashion. I think it 1is going back on what 1 have told my
constituents that 1 would do and the way I would look at...at
decisions involving more or less government. In the short run,
you can certainly show that this 1is a transfer of funds, |1
guess, and not costing more money. | can assure you in the long
run if.._.1 just can"t believe that it won"t. And if more
resources are needed and justified for the blind and
visual ly-handicapped, then we have more total resources
available in Health and Human Services as an organization than
perhaps this separate agency will be able to garner on their
omn. If we need to redirect resources within Health and Human
Services, we have that ability for any group, including this
group. So, | have great concerns about the bill. And 1t is
very difficult, not only because of what 1"ve said, but because
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