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reasons for coming, of course they do. Everybody who comes in 
for a bill has their own reasons, because they want the bill and 
because they feel that what they want will improve the way that 
the business is being done in a particular agency. And as far 
as taking this out of HHS I should think, in a way, maybe they'd 
be glad not to have to worry about this. They have enough 
problems over there. Thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Wickersham.
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Mr. President, members of the body, at the
risk of some thought that I don't like somebody, I'm going to 
support the motion to indefinitely postpone. There has to be 
some limitation to the special advocacy groups that we create. 
Senator Wehrbein acknowledged that there are others. I think 
he's acknowledged that in some cases they might be appropriate. 
But the fact of the matter is that some place we have to draw 
the line. Well, there may be other advocacy organizations that 
I would be willing to vote for, I can't say that I would never 
vote for one, but I'm not going to be able to vote for this one. 
The special population that this commission is designed to serve 
already has a division in an agency to serve them. Creating the 
commission has a significant fiscal cost, almost $510,000 per 
year. Senator Beutler has added an amendment that causes an 
additional $8,000 a year to be added to that cost, all 
well-intentioned, all well-meaning and maybe for the good, but a 
significant fiscal impact simply to create a commission to serve 
a special population that is already served through an agency of 
state government. If we cannot draw the line on special 
advocacy commissions or boards or commissions at that point, 
where will we ever be able to draw it? How many special 
populations will we find then will insist that they too should 
have their own commission and at what cost? And why cannot we 
deliver the appropriate levels of services to this special 
population without the creation of the commission? I think we 
can. I think that if we need to place greater emphasis on the 
services that we are delivering to this specialised population 
then we can direct the Division of Health and Human Services to 
do that. And hopefully the Health and Human Services would 
respond to our directive because this is a special population 
that deserves attention and service and support from the state, 
but you don't need this commission to do it.
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