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the problem for me was that 1 didn"t know what a demographic

ratio, a demographic coefficient, a_ scale coefficient,
preliminary formula cost per student, spending index, spending
ratio, I don"t know what all those terms mean. And when he

tried to explain them to me, after he got done explaining to
them. . _explaining those terms to me, 1 still didn"t know what
they meant. It"s very hard to vote for something that you don"t
understand and you can"t understand, and 1 do trust Senator
Raikes. He is the learned one when it comes to these kinds of
numbers, since he"s got his doctorate in economics. I do
appreciate his hard work and his attempts to try to make this
thick-headed woman from Omaha try to understand what he was
talking about, and 1'm glad there 1is going to be a bracket
motion to the bill. And I do...l1 do hope that we can find some
way where, as arbitrary Tfigures go, that most everyone is
treated fairly and we don"t have huge swings one way or the
other and look forward to his efforts in the future. Thank you,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Suttle. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR  STUHR: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members of the
Legislature. I, too, want to thank Senator Raikes for all of
his efforts 1in this area. | think all of us, since LB 806 was
passed, that we have been searching for some way tolook at
those changes, although we do get criticized, as you said
Senator Raikes pointed out, for constantly changing. But change
is necessary If we are going to be making progress. |
don"t...it"s interesting, in my district | have nine...the
district that | represent, | have 9 school districts; they range
in student enrollment from 150 to 1,400, and they are all in the
standard cost grouping, and also in the standard cost grouping
are schools ranging up to 45,000 students. So, | think that we
do...1 think that you®"re on the right track. 1 think Senator
Raikes is on the right track in the fact that we do have to look
at other factors that he was proposing--scale of efficiency
factor, system cost factor, those are things. But I, too, was
like Senator Suttle, difficult, so you"re going to have to take
it a little bit slower, and I think that we will all be
certainly helping, 1if we can, in this effort. So 1 want to
encourage Senator Raikes to continue and again say we do
appreciate your efforts. Thank you.
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