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not know about prior to being placed in this environment. |
don"t want to see any correction facility, whether it"s for
jJjuveniles or adults, created primarily for purposes of what they
call economic development. It starts out flawed. If this place
is designed to be like a factory the product is human beings, so
you"ve got to have people, or product, in that factory and they
come from being sentenced there by judges. If judges know there
is space available, that"s where they"re going to send them, and
especially black children who now would not be placed in any
confined setting will not have a place to be confined, and that
I do not appreciate. The only time I hear a whole lot of talk
about everybody being treated the same and the law cannot make
any distinction is when they want to punish one of us more
harshly than they punish a white person and they say, well,

justice is blind and everybody got to be punished. But even in
that setting the punishments are unequaled. However, this
society doesn"t mind loading punishment on us. Opportunity?
No. Fairness and justice? No. Punishment? Yeah, we"ll make
up iIn punishment for everything else you did not get that you
were entitled to in this society. So, whereas "Mr. White" would
get probation, we"ll give you 15 years and there are also a lot
of rich people who don"t have time to do this sitting in jail so
we"re going to let you serve some of their time too. So you
wind up with these humongous sentences and nobody who examines
them vyears later can understand why you got all that time, but
you got it all and you can"t get out, and you"ve got to sit
there and sit there, and when you come out the bitterness is
there. What do they expect a person to be after being confined

under those circumstances for thatlong a period of time? And
then they act like they"re surprised when a person behaves as
any person would behave who has been prodded, abused,
mistreated, perhaps even unjustly convicted and sentenced. This
thing of finding another place and saying, well, we didn*"t have
anyplace else to put them, you didn"t have anyplace else to put
them last year. You didn"t have anyplace to put them two years
ago. But if HHS was conscious of the fact that some place was
needed, why was the only thing they sent out these RFPs  for
would be a Wilderness Camp? Why weren®t they busy putting
together a plan to deal in a substantive way with the problem
and to get at some of these root causes? It goes back partly to
the schools, the way children are treated in the schools. It
goes back to the way black people are treated on the streets by
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