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of the child who is to 90 here wouldn't even wind up being sent 
any place by a court anyway, a first-time offender who hadn't 
done anything violent. So, by definition, you've eliminated the 
kind of children who you say are going to be here. If the child 
has done more than one thing and has been sent to Kearney, then 
that is not a first-timer, so that child couldn't go there. 
There is so much in this that makes no sense, but it was not a 
bill, so we don't have specifics that is...that would be put 
into the statute to guide us and let us know what it is we're 
talking about. If this thing had come as a bill...HHS didn't
want it as a bill. They wanted it in this manner. One of us 
would not have this kind of success in creating a brand new 
program without a bill but having it funded by the 
Appropriations Committee. So let's say that some of these other 
entities or agencies came in and said if you're going to spend 
that much money, after the first year it's $3,100,000 at a 
minimum, make that available. I heard Senator Thompson and
others concerned about children being sent out of state to other
facilities under somebody else's control and that was not deemed 
good because there was no way to monitor what was happening to 
the children. Well, this is a private entity, a private
operation. They run it. You don't see anything in a law that 
says the state has the right to do this or that because there is 
no law. You don't have anything in the law that says what basis 
will exist for terminating a contract. And you know what we'll 
be told? Well, all that will be negotiated. It will be
negotiated in the same way that we were negotiated into this
position today where things are being done that HHS wants to do 
that may not be successful; that could not withstand the 
scrutiny that takes place when something is offered as a 
legislative bill that would go through three stages of debate on 
its own, not as a part of a budget bill. So that's why I say 
strike it and at least make them sell it to us and give us
concrete information and not say, well, I have this brochure
from Brown School and they say they have a low recidivism rate. 
We don't even have the time to discuss it adequately in the
context of this bill. So I'm going to have to do like Senator
Beutler has said he will do in talking about those problems he 
has with these...I forget what he calls them, but they...oh, 
SRD...NRD (laugh). I almost said sardines. I will just have to 
use this and other budget bills for my purposes, so that means I 
have to hold it on General File as long as I can and the only

10621


