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agree with Senator Chambers on is this was never a bill. This
is something we came in and said we want, from the Health and
Human Services, something that will work, and 1 know they put
some time in on it, but I"'m to the point where | don"t think we
put enough time in on it. When we have for-profit company out
of Texas coming in to take care of our youth, that scares me.
When I first came into the Legislature, a little over seven
years ago, | thought that privatization might be a place where
we could save some money and do some good things. As I%ve
toured programs, private prisons and private companies across
the country that have taken care of county jails and so forth,
it"s become more and more evident that they"re into it for the
dollar. And if that"s what we want to do, isS use our money SO
somebody else can have a profit, and then we lose what Senator
Chambers was talking about, our control over the institution or
facility that we privatize, too, in giving it to somebody else,
then that worries me. And it really worries me when we"re
talking about our youth, our young people. We"ve got some
community-based programs in the state of Nebraska that haven"t
even been brought into this situation, or
questions...organizations that take care of kids that do a good
job, and we"re cutting their money. They“"re operating on less
and less money every year and, yet, we"re willing to jump up and
spend this kind of money. This type of program, wilderness
program, as 1 saild is a program that 1 think has been proven and
worked in the wilderness programs that |1 know of, and I™m
talking about Outward Bound Program, which is the name of it,
but I don"t know that we"re ready to jump right now into having
a privatized company come in and take care of our youth.
There®"s lots of questions to ask and I don"t think we have the
time to do it, and that"s what"s concerning me more and more as
we talk into the day. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank ou, Senator Pedersen. On your
motion to bracket. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
had this been a bill other agencies and entities with Nebraska
roots could have come in to testify. They could have been told
the type of child who is envisioned as an inmate at one of these
camps and maybe they already have programs that would address
those needs. As Senator Pedersen pointed out, the description
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