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would be a very effective thing if done in conjunction with
other states, Minnesota, all the Midwestern states. We can do
that notwithstanding the negatives on that kind of a bill. 1
think we should do it because | think that can have the second,

that would be the kind of thing that would have the second
largest positive effect on the countryside. Creating new
economic opportunities and new jobs, 1 guess, 1 think that"s the
third thing, and 1 think that"s where this bill falls, and so
since it seems to be the best of alternatives in a tough
situation out there, I want to be supportive. 1 thin!?: things
like this, if done right and done well and a little money put
into it, would be even more productive for the rural areas than
property tax...property tax reduction. Having said that, then
let me address my Ffirst amendment. The bill, in a structural

sense, keys on a definition of farming and ranching. Then as
you read through the bill, it talks about farms and ranches, and
then it talks about ranchers and farmers without a relationship
back to the idea of farming and ranching, although 1 think that
relationship is...is intended. So all this amendment does is to
relate all of those different words. It restructures the basic
definition to change farming and ranching to farming and
ranching operations, and then picks up that definition and be
sure it"s...and sees that it"s consistent throughout the bill.

So 1 think when you see this in an E & R amendment then that you
will think that 1t reads a Ilot better, and | think that"s
probably important to Senator Wehrbein in the sense that many of
these initiatives, although not all, are encouraging the
assistance to peoplewho are actually involved in ranching and
farming as opposed to other economic interest groups in the
communities. I mean this bill, as I..as | read it, Senator

Wehrbein, and this probably should be discussed a little bit, is
in thought and in apparent intent designed primarily to work
with producer groups on new ways of dealing with the
agricultural sector, as opposed to although not necessarily
excluding enterprises that are completely unrelated to the
agricultural sector as those enterprises may be thought of or
created or carried out in the rural areas. So for purposes of
clarifying that whole— that whole discussion and the whole
intent of the bill, whether it"s for ag sector or for ag sector
and other rural types of economic development or interests,

whichever 1is iIntended, at least this clarification of the
definitions will make clear in Section 4 what is being exactly
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