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I'm sure you have your light on. Senator Brown, and perhaps you 
can enlighten me on those points. Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Janssen, approximately two minutes.
SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank
you, Senator Bohlke, for the time. I remember those discussions 
last year very well. We thought we had a workable system. 
Well, we had a system that was working, as Senator Bohlke 
alluded to. Our clerks were taking care of this in each...in 
our respective counties, taking care of it very well. But then 
"Big Father", in Washington, said, you can't do that anymore, 
you're going to have to have a centralized system. Well, the 
centralized system, as far as I was concerned, was still in 
place, and we could have taken care of it very well at a lot 
less cost. And I think, if we would have been penalized at that 
time for not using a certain type of computer system, would have 
been far less than what we ended up having happen to us this 
year, the way it was. And I'm concerned about electronic
benefits transfers also. If we go down that same path with it 
and don't get some input from the people who first hand know 
what's happening on the local level, we're going to be in 
trouble again. We're going to have to keep people involved in 
that system,...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR JANSSEN: ... or we're going to have the very same thing
happen with that. Hopefully the administration will work with 
us and realize what we're trying to establish with the EBT 
system so that kind of thing doesn't happen again. We're going 
to face a deadline on that also, because in the year 2002 we are 
not going to have the paper food stamps to work with. We have
to have a system in place then. For heavens sakes, let us go
down the right path with that, so we don't end up in this same 
situation. If it would have been...1...I...in working with this 
last year, I thought we had a solution that was going to be
acceptable. We had a system which worked. I remember Senator
Chambers talked about it. When we went to the clerks with the 
problems, those people who were getting the support payments, it 
was working. "Big Brother" comes in and says, you have to do it 
a different way,...
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