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policy secretary that said we were going to be fined again for
not having this done. And we"re terribly upset about this. One
of the other matters that |1 would just like to reference is
Senator Brashear®s inquiry about the University of Nebraska and
their health care program. Now the University of Nebraska is
like any business in that they budget certain monies for certain
functions. And in this case they and the other administrative
agencies within the state miss because of the acceleration of
health care. We felt that we treated the university in the same
fashion that we treated the other state agencies, and probably
treated them more tougher, 1°d say, we treated them tougher than
we did the others In that we said you figure out the balance.
So anyway, that"s not really what | wanted to talk about. |
wanted to talk about the Wilderness Camp. Senator Chambers had
mentioned the Wilderness Camp, and 1 would like to give a little
bit of understanding as to how this came about. 1"d begin by
saying that when we got down here to start our appropriations
this year, there was a proposal that a Wilderness Camp be put
in, and this was a Governor®s proposal. And we were very, very
skeptical of a Wilderness Camp. We didn"t exactly understand
what a Wilderness Camp would be. But we knew that we had
problems in the area of youth incarceration, but we didn"t know
exactly how this Wilderness Camp was going to work. And the
proposal was that we divert money from Geneva and spend that in
the Wilderness Camp. Well, now this bothered us a great deal.
Then we turned it down initially. So what we decided to do was
really look into this Wilderness Camp and find out what the
situation was and why the Wilderness Camp. And what actually
happened was that we started to study this program and found it
was referred to in the Lincoln Journal Star that there are
approximately 232 people incarcerated at the Kearney boys
school, and 1990 there were 162, and that now the days have
dropped where they"re actually there, from 160 down to 124. So
what"s happening is at Kearney, that as the numbers increase,
the amount of time that they can spend there, because of the
limited facilities, has gone down. And if you talk to the
administrators there they say that the biggest thing that"s
wrong with their program at Kearney, which 1is a really good
program, but the biggest thing that"s wrong is that they do not
have enough time to actually work with these young boys and
actually try to get them straightened out. So | think we had to
look for something that would actually accomplish this purpose.
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