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I'm not talking about an explanation that points fingers and
blames somebody. |1 don®"t think that®s going to be helpful and,

in fact, there might not be anybody to blame and if there is any
blame it might be us. I don"t care but 1 think that we"re
entitled to a discussion about whathappened and why we"re

confronted with what has been characterized as an unprecedented
level of deficits. Maybe the Appropriations Committee has heard
that discussion, but 1 think the rest of us need to hear it as
well. The other point that 1 would make specifically with
regard to the bill that we"re discussing now, all of a sudden
we"re going to spend a couple of hours this afternoon discussing
whether or not to add $30 million to conmunity college Tfunding
in an effort to mitigate property tax increases. Well, guess
why we"re having that discussion. Does anybody recall Senator
Wehrbein®s opening statement, and do you know why we"re having
that discussion? We"re having that discussion because state aid
to K-12 schools dropped by $29 million and, if you press people
to explain why state aid to K-12 schools dropped $29 million it
will be largely due to valuation increases. Is there any
resonance? Do you understand why |1 thought and still do think
that LB 1107 is an important bill and why it was represented
good policy for us? If something like that had been in place we
wouldn"t be talking about $29 millionin reduced aid for K-12
schools that we have to transfer to community colleges in order
to hold down property taxes. We would have held down property
taxes in the first place and we would not be having this
discussion, at least |1 don"t think we"d be having that...this
discussion at this magnitude. Now maybe you want to have these
discussions every year, | don"t know, but it doesn"t seem to me
that this is going to be the best use ofour time. If we're
going to commit dollars to property tax relief we ought simpl

to do that and go about our business. | was extremely please

last year that the package that we passed did keep down property
taxes, and if the Governor wants to claim credit for that the
Governor can claim credit for that. If we want to claim credit
for that I think we can claim credit for that. In fact, 1 think
there®s more than enough credit for eve;ybody to go around.

What we did worked. 1 think we ought to be focused on keeping
on the path that works because it won"t be very long and we"ll
again hear from our constituents, as Senator Crosby was
suggesting, that property tax is the tax that"s most on their
mind and the tax that they want to see reduced the most. That
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