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the floor of the Legislature, about where to draw school 
district lines. I've never thought that this Legislature should 
or could get into that business. I can't imagine the kind of 
difficulties we would have doing that, and doing that with any 
kind of a reasonable objective in mind other than some purely 
parochial ones that would easily come to the surface in that
kind of a battle. And I don't think it's something that the
Legislature could ever, frankly, accomplish as to rejigger a 
bunch of school districts lines in the state of Nebraska. Can 
you imagine, can you imagine that kind of a process on this
floor? That is something that is absolutely best left to the 
people who know the most about their schools, and those are the 
local elected school boards and the people that they represent. 
But there are some peculiarities about what Senator Beutler is 
bringing to you. He is saying that he wants the board of 
education to make recommendations that would maximize
educational benefits. If you have ever examined the history of 
reorganizations and consolidations of schools, that has 
oftentimes been an objective in the reorganization and the 
consolidation of schools, and that's good, and that is very, 
very good. But guess what, folks? That does not save money.
That does not save money. Now on the one hand Senator Beutler 
is suggesting to you that somehow this study and the 
implementation of the study would result in some sort of cost 
savings. That is not the history when folks undertake one of 
these efforts to maximize educational benefits. They always 
wind up spending more money, but they spend it, they wind up 
spending good money...more money for a good purpose. They do 
maximize educational benefits, but don't listen to the siren 
call that somehow this is going to save a bunch of money. That 
is, quite frankly, unlikely. And I, frankly, don't know how the 
State Board of Education could ever produce any kind of a result 
for us with the parameters that are in...that this would cause 
them to work under. Further, there seems to be some A bill 
version in the body today. I can't imagine how much this kind 
of a study would cost, and I don't think it's appropriate for us
to set sail on something when we have no idea how much it would
cost. We have not completely thought about the parameters that 
we might even set for the State Board of...State Department of 
Education to think about this issue, and I can't imagine this is
something that we should do at this time.
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