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that is part of the background for my thinking. But I guess in 
the scheme of things, when I ran for the Legislature and when I 
have ran for reelection and I've spoken with people in my 
district, and I have a...I have a...as Senator Cudaback said the 
other day, I have a lot of Republican friends, I have a lot of 
Democratic friends, and I like most of them. And
I'm...(laughter)...and I'm...I'm going across party lines with 
that statement both ways. But, in any event, I think that when 
we come down here our job is to do the best we can to represent 
our constituents, to do the business of the state, represent the 
people. And I think that is even focused more clearly when you 
talk about doing the legal work for the state of Nebraska and 
legal work for the people of the state of Nebraska. The 
people's interest and the state's interest are at a higher level 
in my hierarchy of thinking, even though I have always been a 
registered member of a political party and I...and I have an 
interest in that party's platform and what that party stands for 
and, ideologically, I will try to identify with the party that I 
am most comfortable with ideologically. The interests of the 
party come one notch below, at least a notch below, the 
interests of the people and interests of the state in these 
kinds of decisions, and that's why I vote the way I do. It's 
not because I'm "antiparty", because I want to destroy the party 
system. I don't. I want to have a party system. I think it 
has great benefits and we don't want to destroy that. That's 
part of our democracy. But I don't think this decision in any 
way destroys the two-party system or the three-party system, if 
that exists as well. I don't think it does. This is a
different decision in the hierarchy of how I decide to do things 
and, to me, if this...if this influences anybody that runs for 
Attorney General into thinking that your emphasis and your first 
priority is to do the legal work for the state, represent the 
people of the state to the best of your ability under the 
constitution and the laws, then it's worth doing. And when 
people campaign for this office they'll have to talk, perhaps, 
about what they intend to do as the Attorney General for the 
state. They won't be following any particular party platform 
and, to m , that's the way it should be. And that's why I'm 
voting the way I am, not because I am for or against a two-party 
system or for or against any Attorney General,...
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.

10181


