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I have no opposition to, I am comfortable with that, but this is 
to accrue specifically to those farmers and ranchers, in many 
cases, to make adjustments, to make a transition into new and 
other activities that they may persuade the worthiness of...to 
those that grant these monies to, so that they can perhaps take
off on another part of life that would encourage them to stay
where they're at, stay locally...locally based, and stay in 
rural Nebraska but still have a business or an enterprise of 
their own, and this would be the intent of the bill. There is a 
significant amount of money in the bill at this time. If you'll 
notice, it says that it's the intent of the Legislature to 
appropriate next year so, actually, if the b\ll passes we'll 
have to make an appropriation next year, starting July 1st of 
2001. There's a million dollars in for the entrepreneurial part 
of it. There's $875,000 each year for "microenterprise'' which 
is already up and going. That's the...via LB 327 that we passed 
a few years ago. The $875,000 first of all for the
"microenterprise" is what is considered by the "microenterprise" 
folks a very successful program. At this point it's for small 
businesses also, incubation, if you will. But that would 
be...(inaudible) appropriating $250,000 here right now for that. 
Eight hundred and seventy-five is the figure considered
necessary to take that statewide. Now the other one is more
concerned with the bill itself. The farmers...the farmers and 
ranchers opportunity bill would be to have a million dollars and 
those are for grants up to $75,000 for business plans, for 
market development, for business assessment, all those kinds of 
things that are stated actually in Section 4 of the bill. Those 
are the things that are the goals of the bill and the
value-added would be included in that. But, once again, the 
intent is for these values to occur, these rewards to occur for 
those that are on the farm and ranch and not a business that's 
being moved into it, but to grow your own, if you will, at home. 
We've had some requests in Appropriations Committee for funding
for some of these across the state that are doing very well
promoting themselves and encouraging development. It might have 
to do with truck gardening, it might have to do with small 
businesses, making of flours or whatever across the state. 
Those kind of activities would occur, would be very appropriate 
to be eligible for these grants to expand or grow that business 
or to start one. One of the things that came out of our farm 
structure study bill was the fact that it appears there's going
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