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again, I have absolutely nothing against these folks, I think 
they're probably great people and good business people. The way 
that business works, as I admit my understanding is limited, it 
was mentioned that they do a lot of public service announcements 
and so on. And I think that's quite correct. But keep in mind 
they are granted a federal license to broadcast, and that grants 
them somewhat of a monopoly. Now they're not protected from 
competition from newspapers and so on, that was mentioned, but 
it is somewhat of a monopoly. One of the...one of the things 
they do in exchange for that monopoly position is agree to 
provide some public service announcements. So I think that just 
to say that you need to keep in mind the balance here, that 
there are public service announcements, but there's a payoff 
too. And a good business person, like I'm sure they are that 
own TV stations, probably would not agree to a business deal 
that didn't look like it was profitable. And I would suggest 
that that's probably what happened in that... or what happens 
with those licensing. Another point that I think has been made, 
but I'll try to reemphasize, is that I think good business 
people would make this change anyway. It is new technology, it 
results in a better product. It was mentioned that we had some 
demonstrations here in the Capitol building that showed what an 
improved picture and sound system this leads to. These are 
for-profit businesses, and I think that this is certainly 
something that they would probably decide would be a good 
business venture for them at any rate, at least we don't have, I 
don't have evidence that suggests otherwise. Also mentioned was 
competition with public TV; the state is investing money to 
convert public TV stations. Well, I would suggest that the 
competition between private and public TV is not an apples for 
apples comparison. The...the public TV is a public service 
provided, I think, probably mostly to cover areas of public 
broadcasting that could not reasonably be expected of for-profit 
firms. Certainly the revenue potential and all that sort of 
thing is much different. You don't...
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.
SENATOR RAIKES: You don't...if your public TV stations don't
have the same opportunity to raise advertising rates or even 
charge for advertising that private TV stations... so I would 
just simply say that that, as far as I'm concerned, is not a
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