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SENATOR CUDABACK: Time. Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator
Jones, followed by Senators Bourne, Tyson, Baker, Janssen, and
Beutler. Senator Jones.

SENATOR JONES: Mr. President and members of the body, 1 want to
stand in support of these committee amendments. 1 realize
they"re drew a lot narrower than the bill is and so it...the
bill was a lot broader and would include the radio stations and
everything. But | think this is the right way to go and what 1
mean by narrow, this gives you just a small window to get this
done. And 1 realize that the federal mandate is coming down and
they"re going to be done by, supposedly, December of 2003 and so
that gives i1t that much time and also three years to file for a
refund and that, like we"ve heard on the floor already, that
that"s unusual to have it done that way. But the federal
government sent this mandate down and |1 figure on the state
level what we can do to help out a little bit would be to give
them the refund on the sales tax that they have to pay for all
equipment they need to put in. And also, this makes them
earmark exactly what they had to do to make this improvement, so
that"s ...that"s another reason that 1 think that it"s drew about
as narrow as we could get it and still comply and be able to
help them out a little bit from the state level to do this. So
this iIs a...this is a bill that | took as my personal priority
bill this year so that hopefully we can get some help to them
before it gets too far along before they can have to get this
all done. So, with that, 1 would just support the committee
amendments and then continue to support the bill. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jones. Senator Bourne, on
the committee amendments. Senator Bourne waives off. Senator
Baker, on the committee amendments? Senator Baker waives off.
Senator Janssen.

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. If I could ask a few questions of...oh, let"s see,
don"t see anybody left around here. (Laughter) How about
Senator Wickersham?

SENATOR CUDABACK:  Senator...

SENATOR JANSSEN: Would you answer a few questions, please?
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