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that time and 133 were USDA inspected... or 133 are USDA 
inspected plants. And I guess the assumption at that time was 
there could be as many as 200 plants that would come under the 
program. That's just some figures that we had back four years 
ago. Senator Janssen, I think the 1960s were not all that good 
as far as state inspection laws were concerned in Nebraska and I 
think that's probably why you had the federal laws passed when 
they were that took away...it started regulating how things were 
done across the nation. I would like to just add something else 
that I think is timely. Senators... Senator Robak's bill comes 
at a pretty...at a time when the federal government is actually 
considering legislation to lift the interstate ban on in-state 
inspected meats, and so that would fall in place after and would
have an effect on this bill with, when you have intrastate
inspection, you would also be able to move your...your product 
interstate if this federal bill is passed. I think she
mentioned it to you by...it's ones introduced by Congress and 
Mac Thornberry from Texas and it's HR 1617. It would allow 
regional packers to expand their markets and perhaps compete 
with some of the large packers which currently dominate the meat 
slaughter and processing scene. With that, I would just urge 
your support and advancement of the committee amendments.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Dierks. Senator
Vrtiska.
SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. Lieutenant Governor.
Obviously, it would be impossible for me to rise and oppose this 
bill based on the fact that I believe in added value and I 
believe in economic development. But I do have a couple 
questions and I would like, the first one, to ask Senator 
Dierks, if I could.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Dierks, would you yield?
SENATOR DIERKS: Yes, sir.
SENATOR VRTISKA: Senator Dierks, in your amendment, you
discussed about there would be two inspectors. Is that right?
SENATOR DIERKS: There would be what?


