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we"ve chosen not to do that because, particularly in the
telephone world, with the new competitive environment and with
the passage of the federal act, there"s a lot of things that we
need to have done, decided and accomplished. And we can"t do
that on the floor of the Legislature. It would be dangerous to
have us do that. And so we"ve delegated those things over to
the Public Service Commission. But now when we try to look at
what sorts of things does the Public Service Commission do, we
struggle on how to treat them. And ultimately we"re going to
have to make those decisions and decide how we"re going to deal
with the Public Service Commission. And 1 know that there Iis
always some apprehension there. That"s been true for the last,
at least the last dozen years. There was a period of time when
we were ready to do away with the Public Service Commission
because there really was nothing for them to do and now, all of
a sudden, there"s too much for them to do and they need
additional staff, they need lots of things to accomplish their
work. But 1 would caution that just because we"re not really
sure what to do doesn"t mean we shouldn®t do anything. And 1
would hope that as we begin to examine this procedural issue
that Senator Bromm and the committee brings, then we also try to
develop some policy on how we®"re going to treat the Public
Service Commission. Obviously we"re going to be looking to see
if they accomplish the things that we want them to do. But at
the same time, if they don"t, who else does it? And that"s
going to be our problem to deal with. Now, Senator Bromm, |
appreciate your offer to work. 1 would...l think I"ve outlined
and would tell you that most of the problems |1 have, the
problems with the fining authority and the stays and so on are
problems, 1 think, we can work out and accomplish. But I would
hope that when we come to Select File that this is not going to
be a bill that"s going to just walk over. It"s going to take
some time to get done. With that, 1°d yield back my time,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Than® you, Senator Kristensen. Further
debate? Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, |1
can almost assure Senator Kristensen, without fear of
contradiction from my company, US West, that this bill is not
going to just walk over and not be given some attention. My



