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opportunities for students across the state and the equalization

formula 1is one means to that end. So to suggest that levy
limits in themselves, whatever level that they"re set at# are
disequalizing, |1 don*"t believe, again with apologies to my

friend, Senator Raikes, is really relevant to this discussion.
And, if they are, then we ought to...if your...if your
equalization of all kinds is ultimately your objective, then we
should repeal the levy limits. But I doubt that anybody will
want to do that. The discussion about whether or not we could
change our minds iIn future years is relevant. And we certainly

could change our mind in future years. And in fact the bill
makes 1t somewhat easier to change our mind in future years,
because we would just change the percentage. The earlier

discussion was lowering the percentage, which increases the
state"s commitment. Senator Kristensen wants us to consider the
obverse, that if in some time we wanted to reduce state support
for schools, we could do that, and we could, we could change the
percentage. We had that discussion last year. Changing the
percentage would mean higher property taxes.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR WICKERSHAM: We may at some point in time, under some
set of circumstances, in this Legislature vote to have higher
property taxes. | don"t think it"s goingto be this year, |
don®"t think 1it"s going to be next year.At some pointin time
we might do that. We have done that in the past. We did that
in 1991, as a matter of fact. We might do that sometime in the
future. We can do that. I don"t want ustodo that. 1 know of
no circumstances now that would compel us to do that, but we
could do that, we could do that, whether this bill passes or
not. And paradoxically, from my viewpoint, the bill makes it
somewhat easier to do that, at least up to a dollar levy for
schools. It is that aspect that | would be concerned about is
that i1t somehow makes it just a little biteasier for us to do
that because the mechanisms are put in placeto do that. And
again 1711 assert that"s something 1 don"t want to do,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.

SENATOR  WICKERSHAM: ...wouldn’t do any circumstances that I
know of now.



