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of procedure to defeat something out of this way. Senator 
Wickersham said that we would be true to our process if we moved 
the bill along. By the way, I think that means that the people 
who support LB 1436 should vote for it. They should have an 
opportunity and I agree with that. I'll be happy to let them 
have that. So, on that score, I want to...I think I wash my 
hands of the notion that says we can't debate 143...we can't 
debate an A bill without that constituting an ambush. No, there 
are precedents, particularly when it has to do with the flow of 
money because that's what an A bill is. This is the appropriate 
place to talk about that. Secondly, here's the two slippery 
slopes that I think that are here. Number one, we said the 
Legislature won't do this, divvying up of the trust fund; we're 
going to have an advisory board to do that. However, even 
before we have the money in place to use that process, we now 
are going into the pot...into the pot of money, essentially then 
using the interest for favorite politically popular purposes. 
Now that's okay but it's antithetical to the process that we 
previously passed, and we did that so that there could be 
planning overall as to those resources rather than piecemeal. 
We should take the trust fund back and spend it on the floor of 
the Legislature if that's our goal. That's the slippery slope. 
There's a second one. I think the argument is that this is with
the ambit...this is within the ambit of the trust fund and it
is. It's public health; it's legitimate. Let me tell what a 
problem is, however, and that is the master federal settlement 
on this kind of money. The tobacco companies specifically got 
prohibitions against the tobacco settlement money used for youth 
oriented videos of a certain kind, in fact the very kind that 
produced success in Florida. This money has a string to it, and 
the only money that Nebraska has that would have a string to it, 
a censorship string to it, is this kind of money in this 
settlement. If we took the money from any other source, the 
kids would be free to use any kind of videos that they wanted. 
It's only because we take money from this source that there are 
now strings on what the kids could do on videos, and that's a
slippery slope as well. You're entitled to a vote on LB 1436
without shenanigans in the form of amendments or brackets or 
whatever, but it is not inappropriate to consider the 
implications of spending money in an A bill on the floor of the 
Legislature at this time.


