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Basically an untrained officer, but giving them the power to do
a Tew...few Hlittle things in the community. As I seen it, it
was probably not more than being an animal catcher. But if them
type of people, untrained, were brought into these fields,
positions, without a certification, what would they do when they
come across domestic violence? The reason Senator Wickersham
brought them kind of bills is because they, in the small
communities, could not hire police officers, train them and keep
them. It"s been a problem for the small communities. They"ve
paid their salaries, sent these people to the training academy,
the state trained them, they got their certification and went
out and hung their shingle out as being a certified officer and
found a better job than what the small communities could pay
them for. This bill basically opens up the training academy to
serve more people than it is now. And the way it does that, it
takes the academic courses out of the academy, gives them to the
universities and the colleges and the communityschools,
colleges, to do that training, and then the police officer, the
person who"s interested in becoming a police officer, finish the
academics, then they can apply and pay their own tuition to go
to the police academy. That"s available now, but there®s no
positions left because they keep having to train the people who
have been hired as police officers first. | worked with some
young men, security guards, down at the Douglas County Hospital
who are...been iInterested in getting into police work for some
years. Some of them have studied, taken the education and
stuff, but have not got hired with police departments and would
like to become certified. They don"t even know if they can pass
the screening, because they have not been able to even get that
far. We have a shortage of police officers in this state,
certified police officers. And | believe, by this bill, we will
create, in the future, a pool of certifiedpolice officers that,
when a community wants to hire a police officer, they will go to
this pool, they"ll interview them and they"ll hire the best
police officer, and we will have a better police officer on the
street because of it. This is not a bill that says that our
police officers now are not doing their job, because we"ve got
wonderful law enforcement in the state of Nebraska. But it does
give us an opportunity to make what we have better. With that,
1 would encourage you to vote for the bill, and 1°d like to give
a couple of minutes of my time to Senator Wickersham. Thank
you.
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