TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

February 22, 2000 LB 1135

didn"t even Kknow existed. And we had already had over 200
boards and commissions that we had...had surveyed. The
committee said, well, we better survey these other 118, and so
we did the best that we could in spite of the fact that for some
of these we couldn®"t find any information in the Blue Book, the
Governor®s Appointments Office didn®"t have any information on
them. We just looked in a number of...at a number of different
resources for contact information, so we weren"t able to find
contact information on some and some never did receive a survey.

The upshot of all of this was the committee met again in
January, right after the Legislature went back into session, and
we looked at the list of all of those that we thought then at
that time might be fodder for...for ‘''sunsetting" and we went
Ahead and had a bill drafted to that effect. Meanwhile, we
heard from a number of these boards and commissions that we
hadn"t heard from and the upshot of it was, between the
information that we received and the hearing thatwe did hold
on, | think, February 2nd, we have come to you with a list of 19
boards and commissions we feel needed to be sunset. Now I have
to say to you that this is a very new process and we were...this
is probably only the tip of the iceberg; that we are trying to
find our way as far as procedure in the future. And 1l was  just
having a conversation with Senator Janssen a little bit earlier
this morning and 1 indicated to him that the committee decided,

during the course of its discussions, that If we"re talking
about policy decisions as to why a board or commission should be
sunset, then perhaps we need to recommend back to the committee
which handles that particular area that they have some kind of a
hearing or do some kind of an assessment of that particular

board or commission. I don*"t think that the Government
Committee wants to get into the policy decision-making for these
different boards and commissions. We would be happy to have
your input into that as to how the process should work. |

believe the legislation also indicated that we could ask for a
program evaluation of any board or commission that we saw fit to
ask for, and we can always do that in the future, but as far as
dealing with the information that will be periodically gathered
every two years, we probably need some direction from this
Legislature. 1 would also like to say that during the course of
this investigation, if you want to call it that, this survey, we
discovered that we weren®"t always asking the right questions, so
we very definitely want to revise the questionnaires for the
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