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Now, where we disagree is where we get those funds. | have said
that 1 think it 1is absolutely appropriate to come from the
interest off the Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund. But 1 do...I
would very much be in favor of increasing the amount of money.
But first I have to see the lay of the 1land and the general
support. Senator Byars talks about and mentioned that 1 was one
of the 43 members who voted not to do what we"re about to do
today. But I remind you that Senator Janssen was going to have
his priority bill be coming and taking 50 percent of the
interest money back here to the Legislature. So philosophically
I think Senator Jensen had already bought into that. We were
going to as a Legislature have some say-so with about 50 percent
of the money, of the interest off the settlement. Senator Byars
came to this body last year and asked us to fund respite care
from the tobacco. Was it not? He"s saying...he®"s saying no.
Okay, I"m sorry, Senator Byars. |1 thought 1 remembered that at
one point in time you were asking to fund respite care from
tobacco. 1™m sorry. But the point is this, that should we as a
Legislature be able to absolutely direct where a small portion
of the interest from the Tobacco Settlement Trust Fund should
go? I say, yes, and in fact I believe if we don"t we"re being
negligent. 1 think we"re being negligent in not saying that
this body, this Legislature sees that as a state settlement.
And, as | said, each one of us represent about 32,000 people,
collectively we do represent the state, these are state funds,
and | think it is very appropriate that we fashion something
that directly targets what 1 think generally everyone has agreed
is a noble goal, we all agree on that, preventing teen smoking.
1 don"t think I"ve ever had a bill that I wouldn"t be open to
working with people on their suggestions. I1"ve done that
already on this bill. 1 was surprised at some of the medical
people coming in and opposing it. When I returned one phone
call and asked why, they said, because you didn"t check with us
first. And I said, well you know what, this is a novel idea;
but just perhaps once in a while we state senators actually come
up with an idea and write a piece of legislation ourselves.
That"s what | did. I said I"m guilty and 1"m proud of being
guilty that 1 didn"t check with you first. So go fish. But
that may...it irritated me because that gives us all a bad
reputation.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.
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