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prevent teen smoking. They will have one winning proposal in 
each of those four school districts, but then those four 
proposals each receive a $100,000 budget to go statewide with a 
campaign. So we will have actually $400,000 dedicated statewide 
to help with the campaign, whatever that may be that the 
teenagers come up with, in fighting teen tobacco. I believe 
that teens do a good job of telling other teens, and that teens 
listen to other teens on what is appropriate or acceptable 
behavior, and certainly when it concerns health issues. I have 
told people, I said it when I introduced the bill in the 
Education Committee, my motive for this bill was simply what I 
just stated to you, that I see teen smoking as a huge issue in 
the state of Nebraska. I would like us to do something. I 
think that I have long been a supporter. I remember Senator 
Schimek, in one of my first sessions, had a bill to eliminate 
vending machines, and I supported that. There finally was a 
compromise, I think, where we allowed the vending machines to 
exist, but they have to be within the eyesight of the retailer. 
Certainly Senator Preister, Senator Robinson and I fought hard 
to remove smoking on the floor of the Legislature. I have 
always been opposed to chewing tobacco and those issues that we 
had here on the floor and supported Senator Thompson's bill on 
preventing smoking in restaurants. I only tell you that because 
I've had some question as to...to me as to my motives. Those 
are my motives. My motives are exactly that. I feel very 
strong on trying to prevent teen smoking. The bill, I believe, 
I always thought we would have a discussion with Senator Jensen 
and members of the Health Committee about how we fund this. The 
way we fund it is the interest money off the teen tobacco...or 
off the Tobacco Settlement Fund. And I think Senator Jensen 
will tell you his office has been very helpful in working with 
us, giving us information and realizing, though, that I think 
Senator Jensen, I don't know, but I imagine he's going to 
express his concerns about dedicating some of the funding from 
the interest off the tobacco settlement. That's fair, we can 
have that discussion. We can have the debate on why I think 
that it's appropriate for us to dedicate a certain amount of 
money from the interest off of that for a Nebraska plan that 
does something targeted towards teen...preventing teen tobacco. 
The...the other, the very same article that I told you, in the 
U.S. News & World Report, also talks about what we have read and 
the general public's concern that in a number of groups who have


