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vision that Senator Brown talked about, if there's going to be a 
vision as to how this money should be used. And, secondly, I 
know there was some discussion as to whether that vision would 
be broad in the sense of covering the whole healthcare area, or 
whether it would be directed more towards what we call, in a 
somewhat vague sense, I suppose, a public health system? That
is, towards programs that are highly preventative in nature and 
have a high level of accessibility. At least I take it that 
those are two of the characteristics of what we would call a 
public health program. And I'd also be interested in your 
discussion of...of what a public health program is, in and of
itself, to the extent that it is a term of art. I'm not fully
acquainted with how that...how those terms are used. And 
then...so who gives the vision, what's their directive in terms 
of what kind of a vision it's supposed to be, and who will 
execute it?
SENATOR CUDABACK: Would you respond, Senator Jensen?
SENATOR BEUTLER: I assume that bottom line is, with
respect...as with respect to all ongoing programs, this 
Legislature, one way or another, would be approving 
whatever...whatever real elements are ultimately put into 
this...into this vision. So those...those three questions, to 
the extent that you are able to elaborate.
SENATOR JENSEN: Okay, Mr. President, members of the body, I'll
try to respond. The council, made up of six individuals, have 
had several meetings this last year. One of the first ones that 
they did have was with the Health and Human Services Committee 
and then with the members of the Excellence in Health Care 
Council. We told them, or related to them, what we, as 
committee, felt the purpose was. They have sat down and they 
have established their rules and regulation. They have also set 
some priorities for which that they would like to proceed. Now 
theirs is a grant process and whether... and, Senator, your bill 
that you had, which set out some of those guidelines, they've 
also been working on how they should proceed and they are trying 
to set some priorities and...but they're... they are an 
independent, at this point in time, an independent body and will 
make decisions as to the grant. As the grant proposals come 
forward then...
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