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Trust Fund. And you and 1 are both.._.both feel that way.
Senator Jensen introduced legislation which 1 cosponsored and
which now we"ve had to change because we, quite frankly, the
public outcry from the health sector was very significant to try
to bring 50 percent of that to the Health Care and Excellence
Trust Fund, the income from that trust fund back to this body to
determine how we would spend it. 1 think we"re stilla work in
progress. I would agree with you, 1 think there is going to
have to be some changes from a grant process. | think there are
health issues that definitely can be addressed through that
trust fund on an ongoing type basis. At this point In time,
however, | don*"t think...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.
SENATOR BYARS: ...LB 950 would be one of those.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Those wishing to
speak on the advancement of LB 950 are Senators Byars, Redfield,

Brown, Raikes, and Beutler. Senator Byars, to speak on
advancement.

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. This might
alleviate Senator Redfield®s light. 1 want to try to answer the
questions and discuss the dialogue that we were having. The

procedures that are used once bilateral hearing loss is
identified, 1 tell you quite honestly I am not as familiar with
as maybe 1 should be. And on Select File maybe 1 can get more
answers, or in the meantime get that information for Senator
Redfield. What I"m told by people in the hearing field and by
pediatricians is that it is absolutely significant in
identifying these children to prevent tremendous increased costs
in the Tfuture for those children who are not identified, and
then even more invasive procedures have to be taken to try to
correct the problem. Many times when it"s not identified in
that first six months, to a year, to a year and a half, it
becomes even much more significant. 1"m not sure, hearing aides
can be wused on infants now, 1| know thatthat can happen and is
done. I know that there are some surgical procedures that can
be done also and fairly simple procedures that can change a
child"s life. I don*"t know how often they are used, Senator
Redfield, I really don"t, and 1 wish 1 could answer that



