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I think this forces the issue. The state will have to respond 
and we need to accept our responsibility that right now, in 
those two counties, is going to property tax payers and I don't 
believe should be there. But I'm hopeful that the department 
will step up to the plate, that the Governor, if...when this 
bill passes, hopefully, will, as a budget is developed next 
year, look at those deficiencies, plan for the fact that there 
are more youth coming in. Now the second part of this bill 
takes back the facility in Omaha to the juvenile system for use 
by both the adult and the juvenile system, and the budget to do 
that. So there will be a number of placements there which are, 
what I believe, are similar to the placements that some of the 
judges are making because Kearney doesn't have a long enough 
length of stay and doesn't have treatment that we will have 
opened up some additional placements through this bill that 
won't force a fiscal note next year or a budget jump to the 
extent that people might be worried about.
SENATOR HARTNETT: Senator Thompson, another question.
SENATOR THOMPSON: Yes.
SENATOR HARTNETT: Have you been...what you're saying is you
have been communicating with the Department of Corrections on 
this issue? Are they... they're aware of the...
SENATOR THOMPSON: Well, this...this part of the issue, the part
about the counties...
SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeah.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ...is an HHS responsibility.
SENATOR HARTNETT: Oh, okay, all right. That department is
aware of...
SENATOR THOMPSON: Right.
SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeah.
SENATOR THOMPSON: Now, in terms of the Department of
Corrections would be moving 18-year-olds back into the adult
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