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things are happening, one is they're in other levels of service 
that, to me, are very risky. And I have talked to people in the 
system who are very worried about some of the kids that are in 
these nonsecure placements, who may or may not have an 
appropriate treatment, what's happening, not only to them, 
themselves, but what happens to the people they are with, what 
could happen, what's a serious problem in those facilities? We 
need to have a secure facility that gets at the needs of those 
youth. And this is not a beautiful, perfect solution, it's sort 
of an ugly solution. We already have transferred it to the 
adult system,...
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.
SENATOR THOMPSON: ...they are operating it, the employees there
are working hard and, you know, we have people who have been
together now for about a year, working together, and they've
been working very, very hard to make this facility work for the 
population they are serving. We're going to ask for a 
disruption of that. But this is one of those issues that
doesn't have an easy answer. Not transferring it back is going
to leave a significant problem in the juvenile system. We need 
to address that need, and the best solution, I believe, and it's 
a compromise solution, if I wanted my solution, I would take the 
facility back totally to the juvenile system. But I realize we 
have significant issues with the younger kids in the adult 
system. I think the best answer is to go back to the original 
purpose of the facility, to make it a treatment facility, 
provide that treatment there that was always intended for it. 
This is a very, very expensive facility to construct. Once we 
restore that facility,—
SENATOR CROSBY: Time. Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator
Dwite Pedersen.
SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Madam President, members of
the Legislature. This is my last time to talk on this. And I 
won't take my full time. But I want to emphasize to you that 
this isn't only a bill of fiscal consequences or fiscal 
betterment for this county of Douglas County. This is a bill 
that is responsible to youth. Yes, it would save the taxpayers 
some money, the property taxpayers some money in Douglas County.


