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TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

Is this red? All right, the red sheet. Okay. What this red 
sheet contains is information from the facility master plan
about the needs of the juvenile system; and lots of times when
we pay for consultants sometimes they tell us what we already 
kind of knew and, clearly, before we started this process 
Senator Dwite Pedersen knew these issues were critical. The 
group, and Senator Suttle and I served from the Legislature on 
the Nebraska Planning for Juvenile Services, knew these were 
areas that we needed. We now have the data. We now know the 
numbers. We now know the projections and what it's going to
cost. But what this study said was there's no current level
five, remember, there are five levels. One to three could be in
the community. Four is a YRTC or a treatment placement that's 
not secure. Level five is a secure locked facility available 
for OJS for placement of youth that require a higher level of 
security than a level four YRTC. The percentage of youth 
requiring a level five high security placement is small, but the 
inappropriate placement of these youth at the level four YRTCs 
causes operational difficulties and safety risks. The projected 
capacity for boys requiring a high security placement is 35 by 
the year 2005. It then goes on to say what it would need. It
recommends it be in Omaha or Lincoln because that's where the
majority of the youth who are at level five reside, and these 
youth are coming back to the community and it's important to 
connect them to their communities and community services once 
they leave in order for them to be successful. It requires a 
high security perimeter unlike the open campus environment of 
the YRTCs. The facility also could be collocated with a high 
security sex offender treatment facility, and the youth would be 
there about a year. Then the description of the sex offender 
treatment needs follows and it is a need for 30 male by the year 
2005, and it can be collocated. We also could contract out for 
the sex offender treatment program if we wanted to use the space 
at this facility. Average length of stay would be 12 months, 
but you could...they could be staying up to a 18-month period. 
In 1999, December 1999 dollars, the cost of these two collocated 
housing areas was $14 million, and a projection to when we could 
get from today to it being built is $19 million. This is 
expensive housing. Behind that you have the...a little brochure 
on the secure correctional youth facility, which is now operated 
by the Department of Corrections in Omaha. This facility cost 
$11 million to build. It opened a year and a half ago. It is
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