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no longer needed and I will be introducing an amendment to 
LB 652 which basically guts it and puts the information from the 
other parts of the Judiciary Committee's recommendations into 
the bill. However, there have been negotiations going on, they 
were going on during the session last year, they went on over 
the interim and into this session, so the amendment that I'll be 
introducing, which I hope will become the bill that you will 
support, will have essentially two elements in it from last 
year's discussion. The first was a recommendation from the 
juvenile facilities master plan...no, excuse me, the Juvenile 
Detention and Juvenile Services Task Force that the Legislature 
created in 1998 that studied a variety of juvenile issues, and 
that recommendation was that the Office of Juvenile Services 
should assume placements at disposition of youth going into 
out-of-home placements. So that's half the amendment and we'll 
spend some time talking about that. The other half of the 
amendment was the... another bill that was introduced in last 
session by Senator Dwite Pedersen and it was amended into the 
committee amendments, which you'11... Senator Brashear will be 
discussing with you, which will be part of the amendment to the 
bill that I hope, with your approval, will become part of the 
bill. And what that does is transfer the facility that was 
approved by the 1994 Legislature to be created for juveniles in 
the adult serving...convicted as adults and juveniles who are 
serious chronic offenders in the juvenile system to...that was 
built in Omaha, that is open today, would transfer back to the 
juvenile system so that juveniles can access that facility. The 
blue piece of paper in front of you is what we will be 
discussing this morning. What you'll need to do is to know 
first that what's been printed on your buff sheet for the last 
few weeks about the facility master plan and the cigarette tax 
to fund it is no longer a part of the discussion. That's gone. 
What will be part of the discussion are the two elements on this 
blue sheet: first, the issue dealing with county costs and
making the Office of Juvenile Services responsible for youth in 
out-of-home placements at disposition; and, second, to transfer 
the facility that is now under the Department of Corrections, 
that was transferred there on a floor amendment in 1997, back 
under the purview of the juvenile system. Under that amendment, 
the juvenile system, the Office of Juvenile Services, the 
Department of Health and Human Services can contract with the 
Department of Correctional Services to continue to run that


