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not. The Attorney General®s Office is a legal office. 1"m glad
that Senators Kristensen and Pederson began to focus in, oh, and
Senator Beutler and Senator Wickersham, the duties of an
attorney first, and the legal advice which is to be given to all
of the agencies and branches of the state government should not
be affected by a person®s political affiliation, and I'm sure
that people might feel better if they knew that the one giving
that advice did not have to run under the party label. 1°d like
to correct a misunderstanding that 1 think Senator Lynch has
about that constitutional amendment that was proposed. Senator
Lynch, it does not say that a member of the Legislature cannot
run for another office. It does not say that the person cannot
win the other office. It says that prior to the commencement of
the legislative session that person would have to resign from
the Legislature so that that person would not be, say, holding
the position of another constitutional officer and still, when
the Legislature convenes, be a member of the Legislature and
participate in legislative activities until the day that he or
she is sworn in into that other office. So that is what that
constitutional amendment says, not that a person in the
Legislature cannot run for or winanother office. There are
attorneys who will not run for Attorney General because of the
requirement of declaring a political affiliation. They don"t
advertise their party affiliation in their practice and if they
were to run for Attorney General and had to put it out then they
are elevating the party affiliation above their qualifications
as an attorney. There was another point that 1 want to make to
Senator Vrtiska, and I call it the Vrtiska principle. He said
that, even though he hadn*t made up his mind on this bill
completely, he put it cut here because everybody should have the

opportunity to discuss this bill. The reason for the bill,
Senator Vrtiska, is to give everybody a chance to vote for the
candidates running for Attorney General. When it"s done on a

party label, a partisan basis, an independent cannot vote for
the Republican side or the Democrat side, and the people in
those parties cannot vote except for the ones running on the
party label. The only way, Senator Smith, a person who is not a
Democrat or a Republican can have access to the ballot is by way
of circulating a petition and that stops a lot of people from
having that opportunity. I want to hit one or two things
without argument. This bill will not and it should not prohibit
the political parties from participating actively in anybody"s
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