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do believe that the parties were instituted to serve the 
democracy and I'm interested in seeing that they are not 
weakened any further. And I think this is a continuing problem 
with the growth of special interest groups in our country. But 
the main point that I wanted to get to is that I think parties 
are also interested in finding good candidates. And without the 
party's apparatus to look for candidates, I'm not exactly sure 
how people get encouraged to run. Now I have... I have run a 
statewide race. It was a losing race but I ran it and it was a
fun thing to do. It was a hard...a lot of hard work. I don't
know if I could have attempted that without any party apparatus 
there. It's very, very, very difficult to run a statewide race, 
no matter how you cut it, and particularly for some of these 
offices below the Governor's Office. The Governor's Office gets 
lots of attention but I don't think that State Treasurer gets 
lots of attention. I don't think the Secretary of State gets 
lots of attention. And even Attorney General does not get as
much attention as it probably should have. So I think that that
would be rather detrimental to a candidate thinking about 
running for Attorney General if there was no party apparatus 
there. Another point is that I think the party label is a 
yardstick for the voters. And when you're talking about these 
statewide races, they don't know these candidates. And if 
you've got a party label, that gives them at least a little bit 
of indication, maybe, about philosophy. It's very different at 
the legislative level where you know a lot of your constituents. 
In this case, it's statewide and it's more difficult. I think 
the parties are probably going to be involved anyway. I mean 
you can make it a nonpartisan race but I think it will end up 
just like legislative races and the parties will be out there 
looking for candidates, financing candidates, what-have-you. 
I'm not certain that this will do what people are wanting it to 
do. I don't think the nonpartisan label is going to assure that 
we have competency or that we have independence in our Attorney 
General. I mean maybe there will be other groups that will have 
a particular interest in getting a particular person elected 
Attorney General. Maybe these will be special interest groups, 
and maybe they will have money that they can do that with. I 
don't know. But the parties are a public process. They are a 
public institution, and they have that winnowing out process I 
think that's very necessary to all of us. So I just thank you 
for listening to me...


