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astronomical. IT a person is without shelter and the places
where shelter 1is to be obtained are controlled by exploitive,
gouging people, those exploiters and gougers will charge all the
traffic will bear. Do they care that some people will not be
able to afford shelter under those circumstances? Not at all.
They will tell you quickly that they arenot in thebusiness of

charity, they-re in the business of making as much money as they
possibly can. And this is one of the reasons that if somebody
moves out of an apartment it can never have been cleaned
sufficiently, it can never have been treated with enough care
for the tenant to be entitled to a refund of that security
deposit. Since the money 1is given to the landlord and the
landlord makes use of it, there should be a provision where the
landlord would have to pay interest forthe period of time that
he or she held that amount. But the waythe landlord would get
around that is say, well, there isn"tany money coming back
because it had to be used to clean the place, to replace this,
to replace that, to repair the other. Most tenants, when they
go into these places to lease, do not photograph the place.
They do not make out a list, pointing out problems, and have the
landlord to sign the list. They are somewhat naive in the ways
of being gouged and cheated, so they take the landlord at his or
her untrustworthy word. They"re happy to get the place. It may
be their Ffirst step out on their own, so they enter an
agreement, they pay the security deposit, because they were well
reared at home and taught to respect other people®s property and
return it in a like condition to that in which it was when they
received it. They take care of it, no damage, nothing dirty,
walls not broken, nothing. But when they go back to the
landlord to settle up, they don"t get their deposit back, and
the Jlandlord says, well sue me. And then as if the landlord is
going to be an advisor, the poor, naive tenant says, well how

can | sue you, I can"t get a lawyer? The landlord says, that"s
your problem, not mine, that®s why 1"m going to keep this money,
and the landlord keeps it. Tenants don"t get It. What some
people ought to do is go tothat university and tell themthey

should assume some obligationon behalf of their students, and
they should survey these places where the students rent, and
they should find out how many of those...

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.



