
January 31, 2000 LB 175

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber18 Office

without seeing it. Thank you, Senator Tyson. Members of the 
Legislature, there was in England a civil war as there was one 
in the United States. And the English civil war took place in 
the mid-1600's as the American Civil War took place in the 
mid-...a little past the mid-1800's. There was a guy named 
Chas. or Charles, Charles the I, but some people say "the 
first", because his last name was a Roman numeral one, and he 
was a Catholic. And he was the king of England. He was 
executed. Those... there were people who believed in capital 
punishment then as they believe in it now. And poor Charles 
probably presided over a lot of executions, as every monarch did 
in England, because they really believed in the death penalty. 
So Charles was executed and the monarchy was overthrown. There 
were people in Ireland who were loyal to the monarchy. And they 
were going to pay for it dearly before it was over. When the 
monarchy was deposed, a person came along who was loved by all, 
a movie or a play was even made after somebody with his first 
name Oliver, but I don't know if it’s the same person. This 
person's last name was Cromwell, and he was a commoner, he was a 
soldier, he turned into a statesman, and he became the Lord 
Protector of England, Scotland and Ireland. And he was the one 
who put down many Irish insurrections. Whenever these Irish 
dissidents would try to show any backbone or spunk, Cromwell 
knew how to put them down, because he was a soldier. And he 
would use what was described as savage means to put them down. 
During his tenure, which was not loved by all, about 100,000 
Irish people were deported. That became a way to get rid of all 
of the troublemakers. Now this kind of activity was continued 
by his successors, but nothing remains the same all the time. 
Somebody wishes they could get to an amendment, which they will 
be able to directly. Cromwell died. There was a guy who was a 
convert who became king, his name was James. And in the same 
way that Charles was Charles "One" I, James was James "Two" I or 
two Roman numerals, two capital Roman numeral I's to represent 
him. In 1688 he abdicated to Ireland and began to talk to the 
malcontents and said that if he could get enough good men, 
strong-hearted men, Catholics, they could do something about 
changing the way things were going. So in 1690, on the banks of 
the Boyne River there was a battle. There was a Catholic army 
that had 21,000 people, mainly French anu Irish. Coming against 
them was a Protestant army of 35,000. After James had left, the 
English asked a guy who was Dutch, William of Orange, to take
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