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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you, and that's all that I want to make
clear so that, again, with the negotiating that I've been doing 
around here, I don't want it to seem like I'd say if you do
this, then I will do that. I want it clear that there was no
agreement that I would support this bill. There are other 
amendments that were brought to me by a representative who was 
representing the landlords, and what they want to try to do is 
say that after a summons is issued to a person, that person has 
three days from receipt of that summons to get in court and say 
they're going to contest it. So a lot of this involves poor 
people and you get the summons on Friday. Saturday is one day, 
Sunday is two days, Monday is the third day and you don't even 
know what all this means anyway, you are probably going to have 
to go to legal aid. If I have information correct about Omaha, 
to get into their legal aid clinic, that occurs on a Wednesday. 
And I am not going to let this bill go. Now if you all want to 
take the time on it, you can do it, and if this is interpreted 
as a threat, that's fine. I told Mr. Radcliffe that with his 
position, I want to leave the law the way it is, and I think he
said, well, that's okay because he wasn't going to yield on
anything, and he is the one driving this bill. That's really 
why it's before us today. It was not to be acted on last year. 
It wound up on the agenda somehow but it was taken off. So here 
it is again, and I'll tell you, brothers and sisters, what I 
will do during the first eight hours of this discussion. 
Landlords have an unsavory reputation everywhere, but none, 
nowhere is it as unsavory as it is in Ireland. And I plan to 
take a little time to show you all that I'm aware of the plight 
of other people than those of my complexion. I am aware, 
although I am not an expert on it, of the history that brings 
people and countries to the position they are in now. Oh, I'd 
love to have the opportunity to talk about the battle of the 
Boyne in 1690, and I'd like to have the opportunity to point out 
why those Orangemen want to march every July 12th. I want to 
point out why Irish people became tenants in their own land; why 
and how Ireland became a country where the people at large had 
to count on a single crop, and that crop being potatoes because 
it's the only crop that would grow in sufficient quantity for 
them to grow enough to feed their families. But there were
other large farms and large estates producing diversified crops 
and livestock but those were not owned by the indigenous Irish


