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in the law that requires both parents to agree. But any change
that we make, and Senator Bromm and 1 were discussing this, this
morning, when we talked about maybe striking the existing
language, every case pending in court right now could be
reopened for the purpose of seeking joint custody. And if there
was hostility, if there was vindictiveness, if there was
disappointment because sole custody was given to one rather than
the other, this gives that disappointed, angry or vindictive one
the opportunity to get some revenge. Even if joint custody is
not granted, he or she is no worse off than currently, but they
had a chance to get their revenge.They could put that
custodial parent through the wringer. Or they could say, this
is what 1 can do, because the law was changed, but if we can
come to some kind of arrangement on child support, then 1711
back off. I"'m not willing to open that. And I know that
noncustodial parents have been bringing pressure on various
senators, but that"s not enough to make me say that the law
ought to be worsened and 1 ought to put something in it just so
they" 1l stop coming around or to make them feel good. The area
of domestic relations is a difficult one in the law. When 1 was
in law school, many, many years ago, they may have just been
awakening to the fact that law schools should teach courses and
I think the title at that time was simply "Domestic Relations™.

They may have subdivided it now into other aspects or various
aspects of domestic relations. Butfor us, with the approach
we"re taking, to throw the law into chaos is not something I™m
willing to do. As 1 see these amendments coming, and 1 believe
they are offered in good faith, 1 just don"t think they"re wise.

1 think what needs to be done is to take this bill to a cloture
vote, and that will be a way to test how much support it has and
how much the body is willing to continue grappling with this.

Some have suggested that 1 use a modicum of whatever it would
take to let it go to Select File and we try to work things out
as it sits there a while. Naturally, I1"m wondering why 1 have
to make the grand concession? This is like "Star Trek', 1 mean
we got the "Grumbletonians', or whoever those people are who go
throughout the galaxy creating problems, and here they are, air
raid against me in my little starship. And they say, Senator
Chambers, we want to negotiate with youin good faith. And 1

say, okay, 1 can callyou up on my screen, you can call me on
your screen, and let us negotiate in good faith. And they say,

no, for you to show good faith, you have to drop your protective
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