
January 25, 2000

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

the structure the appointment of males, they are the ones who 
get the appointments anyway. Then when an issue is raised of 
the kind that I'm raising, people can say, oh, these are just 
being reappointed, it has nothing to do with gender. Well, 
they've taken care of that already by the foundation that they 
built, and it's why I have to be alert, attentive and have to be 
the only voice, since there will be no other, calling attention 
to these things, not only with reference to these appointments, 
but other things. When a particular interest group controls a 
system, it is obvious and of surprise to no one that such group 
is going to structure everything to benefit themselves. And 
once that structuring has been consented to or acquiesced in, 
they have a machine that's moving and can perpetuate itself, and 
that discriminatory system will continue to be perpetuated. 
There are people in South Carolina who are flying the flag of 
traitors. That Confederate flag, the stars and bars, do not 
just indicate they believe in slavery and the inferiority of 
black people. It means that they believe the flag of a 
traitorous, treacherous, would-be nation, Revolutionists, if you 
want to call them that to dignify them, have the right to fly 
their Rebel flag with the United States flag. Now the United 
States flag, to me, ought to come down, because for me, as a 
black man, the United States flag is a bigger symbol of 
oppression than the Confederate flag, because before there was a 
Confederacy and a Confederate flag, there was a United States 
flag and there was a United States Constitution. And the only 
provision in the United States Constitution which could not be 
amended, based on the terms of the Constitution, nothing about 
saying you can't take away free speech, nothing that said you 
cannot take away freedom of religion, nothing that said you 
cannot take away the right to vote, nothing that said you cannot 
create a monarchy, none of that. You could do that under the 
U.S. Constitution, if you got the amendments to do it. There is 
only one thing that was so sacred, so essential and fundamental 
to what America was then and what America is now was that the 
slave trade could not be touched for a certain period of years, 
and that provision and that provision alone was not subject to 
be amended. That's what is in this Constitution that somebody 
once referred to as an agreement with hell and a compact with 
the devil. So a flag that means great things to other people 
and will cause their little hearts to flutter with joy...


