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next month looking at this. So 1 want you to understand, once
again, this 1iIs an example. It"s not an exact status. We"ve
made some fine tuning already within it, but basically these are
fairly accurate and they"re within about $1 million of the
Governor®s budget. IT you want to pull out his budget, which
you have iIn your drawer, the numbers come out about the same,
although we are a little different in the way we get there. So
if you have questions, why, ask the Fiscal Office iIf you want to
understand better where we"re headed, but just suffice it to say
that the enormous amount of deficits we have in primarily two
programs--child welfare, a child-care issue, and the Medicaid
issue, which is health insurance— and we®"re digging...or, not
health, which 1is medical concerns, we"re digging into those
issues very deeply but both of those are entitlement programs at
this point. With that, Mr. Speaker, 1 will conclude my remarks
for this morning.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Senator
Beutler, do you desire to be recognized for a point of personal
privilege?

SENATOR BEUTLER: 1 do. I just wanted to add a couple of
comments. First of all to indicate, as most of you know, this
is the first go-round for me on the Appropriations Committee and
watching the process, and they do, in fact, work very hard.
This is the first deficit session and it"s been interesting for
me to find out what deficit means. 1 think for some of you it
means things that were mistakenly left out of the budget Ilast
time around. Does it include that? | think for some of you it
means items that came up since the last year and require
expenditures. Does it mean that? 1 think probably most of us
woulld agree it probably includes those two things, but I1"m also
discovering that it"s not a limited term of art. It includes a
lot of new spending also; spending that, because of the nature
of the process, tends to be suggested by the Governor. The
Governor has recommended, for example, a new juvenile fTacility
completely different from anything that we"ve ever had before
that costs over a million dollars that nobody has heard of
before, which is all right. I mean, Governors propose things
all the time. But the end result of what"s happened with this
Governor and, to a large extent, with the last Governor and it
seems to be a continuing process is that the Governors find out



