TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

January 24, 2000 LB 509

Senator Bromm, there are some things on this bill that you are
not aware of. Did you know thatthe county attorneys did not
oppose this billbefore the committee? The Attorney General did
not oppose it. They were so sure that the Judiciary Committee
would work their will and they said in the newspaper we were so
sure the committee would kill it we didn"t even have to show up.
That"s how sure they are, Senator Bromm. Now I cannot stop them
from trying to offer a bill and 1 would not try. Would 1 try to
intimidate 93 people, one little me try to intimidate 93 county
attorneys? Certainly not, Senator Redfield. But I will fight
them, and | read what they said in the paper, and when Senator
Bromm said that people thought about these things and came to
their own conclusions, that"s not completely correct. Senator
Bromm, because not only did | read a handout of Senator
Bourne®s, but he stated thatthat was what caused him to have

some of the opinions hehad,things he heard read that Gary
Lacey said. So Senator Bromm didn"t pay as close attention to
my colleagues as 1 did. Now that brings me to an interesting

question. Did I really believe that the Legislature would pass
a bill such as this? Did | really believe 1t? Well, as General
Patton said, that"s for me to know and you to speculate about.
But 1 will tell you what, it gives me an opportunity to discuss
the matter of lethal injection, andthis is one thing I will

tell you and 1°ve told you before and you are going to be
stampeded by your Governor, if he can do it, when people are
sentenced under a specific law to dieand the method of

execution 1is set forth inthat law, you cannot come up with a
different method of execution and apply it to those people, so
all of their sentences, they will all be resentenced. You
cannot kill them. So whether you pass a legal injection bill
this year 1iIn a special session, or whenever the Governor is
going to ruffle you all and make you run and do it, Senator
Matzke probably didn"t know this, and I know Senator Bruning
didn"t know it because he told a reporter that the Director of
Corrections would establish the method of execution. 1 read the
law. 1 know the law and we"re all grown people, and when we say
things, [I'm going to expose it. Jesus said that which is
whispered in the closet will be shouted from the housetop; those
things done in secret will be noised abroad. Well, do the same
thing to me. 1 welcome people quoting me and you will raise the
level of discussion automatically by quoting me. So now since
we know that people are so worried about changing the law with
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