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I was privileged, many, many years ago, to be the editor of our
school paper for two years. 1 don®"t know why two years; 1 think
it was probably some form of punishment but, nonetheless, for
two years. And it was an interesting experience. And it was an
experience that taught a person responsibility, among other
things, because journalism is, in fact, an honorable profession,
but, as all elements of society, it is not a profession that
allows you license to do anything that you want to do. 1, for
an example, as a professional in food production, cannot do
everything that 1 want to do, particularly if it impacts upon my

neighbors and the other members of the community. There are
restraints that we learn in the issue of maturing and growing
into becoming good citizens. My problem with LB 182 1is not

whether or not a school 1is overly restrictive or not overly
restrictive, it appears to me, in recollection, to have grown
out of what we would have defined, in my time, as a certain type
of contest between a journalism teacher and administrative folks
in that school that has grown into being an issue of state
policy. So I would ask you this then with all of that preamble,
is it the need of this body...

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.

SENATOR COORDSEN: ...to micromanage school systems? Is or 1is
not this an issue that would best be decided within a community,
based upon what was acceptable in that community and met the
standards that the parents expected of that system for their
students, recognizing, of course, the Supreme Court decision,
which 1 quite frankly believe that both journalism instructors,
through in-service training, and superintendents and principals,
through all of the meetings, are well aware of the constraints
that are placed upon them in the issue of free speech. Thank
you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Coordsen. Senator
Bohlke.
SENATOR BOHLKE: Yes, Mr. President and members. Senator

Brashear, I would...as we have stated, you did a great deal of
work in writing the amendment. And you and 1 were talking about
your philosophy in writing that amendment, because we had in the
committee some of the debate we"re having right now. And in the



