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was a telephone message, and 1 just reviewed it quickly, and |
couldn®t tell you.

SENATOR BOHLKE: That was today or yesterday, when the telephone
message was?

SENATOR WICKERSHAM:  Yes.

SENATOR BOHLKE: Yes. Which goes back to the point, 1 think,
we"ve had a discussion here about what the possibilities could
be If this would be adopted. | mean in reality it could be that
you would have a more restrictive policy than what you have
today. If this is passed and school boards have the authority
to set that policy, it could be more restrictive. Well, then
what? Well, then what usually happens is they have to have a
public hearing when they set a policy. The students, the
parents, the...you know it would be the high school principal
would appear before the board. They would say how they reacted
to the policy that they"re adopting, and they would either then
go Tforward with that policy or not. That"s the way it works.
So iIs there a risk, I suppose, that it could be more
restrictive? Possibly. But it leaves that, Senator Redfield,
at the local level. It leaves that, as board policy is supposed
to be set, at the local level and 1 think that"s very important.
But 1 think that as we talk about this, and it"s necessary we
talk about the ramifications, we also must remember why we have
journalism classes and why we have student newspapers, why we
don*t let them go outside the school and just run their own ads,
which they may do. There may be those publications that are out
there. But certainly it"s a part of the curriculum, it"s
usually an extracurricular activity outside of the journalism
class, it"s preparing students who have shown an interest in
jJournalism and in writing. And the instruction goes to the
point that at times you may write something that may be
controversial but, if it"s within the guidelines of the board
policy, then you then live with those ramifications. If you
take a position on the new mascot for the school, it could be
something as...sometimes as iImportant as that to students, as
something maybe at the state level, a bill that"s before the
Legislature, this 1is part of learning good journalism and 1
believe very important for those students who have that interest
in developing their skills so that they may continue after high



