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if you have a code, you follow your own code; if you fail to
make a code, then you follow the outlines iIn the statute that
apply when you don"t have a code, which is Section 4,
subsection (2), which 1is, 1 think, a good policy itself.
But...so that"s kind of the way it"s structured. Now 1 don"t
have anything against mandating it. But, as you know, mandating
things to school districts is something we try very hard to
avoid in this Legislature. But let me...this, | think, is a
good time to point out, and I hope you will look at the laws of
Kansas, and lowa, and Colorado, our surrounding states. What
does lowa say? Subsection (4) of lowa"s bill, each board of
directors of a public school shall adopt rules in the form of
written publications code, and then has language similar to
ours. They don"t have the alternative of following a statutory
structure. They do as you suggest, they mandate that each
school district have a publications code. And then a lot of the
provisions are similar to what we have, because we picked up a
lot from Ilowa"s law. Kansas, note particularly Kansas.
Subsection (d), subject to the Ilimitations, dah, dah, dah,
student editors are responsible for determining the news,
opinion and advertising content of publications. Teachers are
responsible for teaching and encouraging free and responsible
expression of material and high standards. This Kansas law 1is

remarkably broad. I mean the good old Midwestern, say it like
it is and let"s not be afraid of words, here it Iis. Kansas,
Kansas lets those students talk. I haven®t done any research on

what consequences, iIf any, iIn Kansas they"ve experienced from
such a broad law. But 1 have heard nothing brought up about
poor experience in Kansas. But we don"t go nearly as far as
Kansas. Colorado, subsection (4) in the Colorado law, similar
to lowa. The board of education of each school district shall
adopt, shall adopt a written publication code. And here®s the
other part that appears, both in the laws of...that appears in
the laws of these three states and also in our bill, which 1
think 1is iImportant, it says, said publication code shall be
distributed or otherwise made available to all students and
teachers. That to me is the value of all of this, that you"re
setting a standard ahead of time and you"re giving notice to all
involved that these are the rules of the game. You know,
there"s nothing more American than saying to the people you
regulate/ these are the rules of the game. It’s one of those
principles of fundamental fairness that we would...



