
January 21, 2000 LB 182

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber’s Office

supporting the bill. And I said, you know, last year in the 
Education Committee we came up with this amendment; everyone 
bought off on it, and it was agreed upon, so now what has 
happened? Well, I think that, like with any other group, a 
couple of superintendents get on the phone, they call around, 
and they're looking at the green copy; they aren't looking at 
the amendment that becomes the bill. In fact, Senator Schrock, 
the call that you got from the superintendent at Blue Hill, I 
also got that call. But included in that was, "but I’m looking 
at the original bill". So, I think it's important, as we begin 
this process, I hope everyone begins to pay close attention, 
because if you've been contacted saying that they do not support 
the bill, many of them have not seen the amendment and what 
we're doing here that becomes the bill. So it's very important, 
and that's why I wanted to have my light on. I know that we 
have a number of papers on our desk. I do believe if you take 
the time to read the one from the principal at Valley Public 
Schools, I think that it points out very clearly the rupport 
that that principal has and the intent that that principal sees 
the bill and the worthiness of it. For all of you who have been 
on boards of education, you know very well the main...two main 
things for a member on the board of education is to hire and 
fire the superintendent and to set board policy. This 
recognizes the importance of setting board policy, and lets 
every board set the policy that will guide the publications. 
And so there would be no reason that I could imagine as a board 
member that I would object to the bill, knowing that I could set 
the policy at my local...for my local school. That's what you 
do as a school board member, it's your responsibility. And if 
you object to that, I would say that then you're objecting to 
one of the basic, fundamental reasons for being on a board of 
education. This does nothing to interfere with the authority 
that that board of education has to set policy. And at the same 
time, it may restrict some of the...more restrictive than the 
original bill, but it still does put some responsibility onto 
the students. If you have board policy and set board policy, 
and you are a student and you disregard that board policy, then 
you suffer the consequences, plain and simple, as with any other 
board policy. So I think that this amendment certainly helps 
clear up some of the questions that people had. And I hope that 
you will continue to pay close attention so that we understand 
the amendments which then, as I said, become the bill. Thank
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