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the spread between the haves and the have-nots. I'm going to 
ignore those at all by not mentioning them. I'm simply going to 
say this bill doesn't do a thing about that. This bill is not a 
redistribution of the wealth bill. This is not a bill that has 
some grand and noble purpose that will result from the 
collection of additional monies from these people and a 
redistribution of wealth. This...and this bill is not about, I 
respectfully submit, rich people. That is such a fun political 
target to stand and talk about rich people. You heard Senator 
Wickersham lay out the qualifications. It is ownership of stock 
in a corporation. It is five or more shareholders, two of which 
cannot be related. So when the bill was drafted it was drafted 
in such a way that we could not have a bunch of lawyers and 
accountants structuring this for some untoward advantage. But 
while Senator Wickersham...while the bill would put in "publicly 
traded", this is about closely held corporations also. This is 
about somebody who, yes, an entrepreneur who owns a business in 
the state of Nebraska and rewards employees with stock. And I 
don't think anybody here is going to say that our property taxes 
are not high. And 1 don't think anybody is going to argue that 
our income tax is not high. And we cannot be all things to all 
people in tax policy, I truly do understand that. But this is 
one thing I respectfully suggest that 12 years ago we did right. 
This is where we did something that others weren't doing. We 
said that if you invest your money in Nebraska, if you have 
operations in this state..,and we're not letting fly-by-night 
people do it. It's not for one year. You have to have had 
operations in this state for more than three years to qualify. 
Operations in this state, stock that doesn't have any value, if 
a business doesn't make any money, the stock doesn't have any 
value, so there's nothing to talk about. We are talking about 
successful businesses and we're talking about successful 
businesses that make money in Nebraska, pay wages in Nebraska, 
produce the multiplier effect that every member of this body is 
familiar with, that fuel the economic engine of this state. And 
you all know that if you go back and look, we had 70, more than 
70 straight years of depopulation. We're still experiencing it 
in our rural areas, and it's a serious problem which this body 
needs to address a part of making good public policy. But...
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