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Massachusetts and California have all experienced. The record
is clear. Raise the price, consumption goes down, teen smoking
is blunted in its growth. That"s incontestable and, by the way,
if there was a single piei e of evidence to the contrary in the
last two hours, | missed it and I was listening very carefully,
and there®s probably $100,000 being spent to lobby this bill and
if they knew where to find that statistic, they would have
brought it to you. It doesn”"t exist. There are too many
resources allayed against this bill that if they could find that
fact, they would have found it and brought it to you, but it

doesn®"t exist. Price affects consumption and teen smoking and
there"s ... that record is indisputable. Here"s what 1°d suggest
that you do because 1 recognize the realities. I"ve listened to
the floor debate and it is not fact-filled, it is opinion and
value, so let"s get to values. You®"ve got a bunch of angry
citizens, they"re smokers, they don"t like this bill. You®ve
heard from them, I1°ve heard from them. You®"ve got a pile of

letters, you"ve got some e-mails. Put them in one pile. Take
out 30 cents and put it in the middle because that"s how much
this is going to add to the cost of a pack of cigarettes, and
money is part of the deal. And then take out a picture of your
grandchildren or vyour children and put it on the other side.
You®ve got one in your wallet. You"ve got a picture of vyour
"grandkids"™ in your wallet, don"t you, or your children? Take
it out and then say which of those three piles is most

important. Is it the angry citizens? Sixty-eight percent of
the population support this bill and 40 percent of smokers
support this bill. Is it the 30 cents and the commercial

interests who may lose some money for border bleeding? Or is it
that picture on the left of your "grandkids" and your kids? And
you know what? Every one of the 3,500 to 4,000 kids now alive
in Nebraska whose [lives will be lengthened are somebody®s
children and somebody®s grandchildren. And that picture is
Jjust...it"s just a way of making clear to you what those
children are to somebody else, because there"s about 3,500 to
4,000 of them whose lives will be lengthened by adopting this
amendment and passing this bill on. Of those three piles, the
angry letters, and they exist and, by the way, the check that"s,

you know, TFor elections, it"s in that pile; the 30 cents, the
commercial interests, the border bleeding problem and the
picture of your'grandkids'", because that...this bill is a
choice between those three piles. My choice is on the left-hand



