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I hope that |I"m still Chairman next year because maybe the
Health Committee might decide they want somebody who won"t push
them quite as hard. But we toured many of the Tfacilities in
this great state. We spent a couple of days in Omaha, a couple
of days in Lincoln. We were in the Grand
Island-Kearney-Hastings area. We were in North Platte, Cozad,
Gothenburg. And everywhere we went, if there were any health
professionals there, they all would say, after we had listened
to them and to their wants and needs and where they would like
more services and, yes, more funding, they would all come back
and say, by the way, please vote for LB 505 when it comes up
again.And if you look at the list of the people or the

organizations that are on this sheet, that"s reason enough for
me right there to say I want to be part of this group. When
you"re talking about the American Cancer Society; the Beatrice
Alcohol, Tobacco and Drug Council; Buffalo County Tobacco-Free
Coalition; Cass County tobacco is a drug organization; Citizens
Against Tobacco, Scotts Bluff; Dodge County Smokeless Coalition;
it"s all across the state. 1 don"t know that we"ve ever had any

issue where as many groups have participated in, come together

in a collaborative effort to savelives 1iIn this state. You
know, we just have gone into a new millennium and it"s
interesting. | also attended a Board of Health hearing this
summer and they were given the fact that in 1800s life
expectancy then, as compared to what it is now 100 yearslater,
has risen 30 years. And our Dr. Raymond said, whatis the
single contributing factor to that increase of the length of
years that we are now able to live? And I, myself, thought,

well, it surely must be antibiotics. Somebody else said it must
be immunization. And others were also commenting on what it
might be. We had the polio vaccine that come iIn, in the last
100 years and has saved many, many lives. And sitting next to
me there was a gentleman who was not a health professional, he
was an engineer, and he let the cat out of the bag when he said,

water. Twenty-five years of our life span has increased because
of clean water. Doesn"t surprise Senator Preister, but it
certainly surprised me. Now think how many in the next
100 years we can extend lifestyle if we can eliminate one of the

major causes, the major cause, of death today. We could add

another five, ten years to the life span of our citizens. |
think that®"s worthwhile. | think that"s worth working toward.
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