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addiction, and this is one method, one just idea that I think we 
need to look at very carefully, and I have spoken to Senator 
Landis. As discussed earlier this morning, there is a certain 
amount of money, I believe about $1.7 million, that is going to 
the State Patrol for greater enforcement. There's also another 
provision that looks at, I believe, about $1.2 million. And I 
would very much like to see and propose an amendment, I'm not 
sure we'll do it right at this time but...that would increase 
the amount of money that would go for enforcement. Again, it is 
illegal for minors to purchase. However, to carry that out, 
when they do have it in possession, they usually are referred 
to, well, where did you...where did you obtain this, go back to 
the retailer. This again, I think, puts the responsibility 
where it belongs and that is on the minors that are using it. 
And we also have a provision that...a violation. The judge 
could also require that the minor and his parents attend tobacco 
awareness programs or perform community services. So what I'm 
offering...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR STUHR: ...is just another tool in this toolbox. I do
believe that it is a health issue and I don't believe that
LB 505 is the entire answer but I do believe that it will help
in this process, and I also believe the bill that I'm proposing
will be another tool that will help to curb young people in this
addiction. Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Beutler.
SENATOR BEUTLER: Mr. Lieutenant Governor, members of the
Legislature, just a quick remark. I think the law of unintended 
consequences was asserted for you by Senator Tyson, and I think 
that certainly it's a legitimate concern. We're all concerned 
about what effects, what side effects, might occur because we 
make this or that particular change in the law. And 
historically, I guess, the big lesson learned was back in the 
days of the Volstead Act of prohibition and we discovered, with 
great trauma over the length of a decade, that you can't make 
that kind of a giant leap and, if you do, you're at risk that it 
may have been too far. And there may be a lot of unintended 
consequences. But I think that the country and the various
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