
January 11, 2000 LB 505

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

12 percent for cessation. Data gathering and evaluation, 9 
percent; and administration and management, 4 percent. That is 
the moderate recommended program by the Center for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, Georgia, on how to attack smoking through 
education, cessation and prevention. They have a high, a 
moderate, and a low. And with the 24 cents we raise out of the 
30 cents to fund this...these programs, we can afford the 
moderate program. It's a program that's had success in other 
parts of the country and, for that reason, I want you to know 
that I support the amendment and, at an appropriate time, I will 
call for a vote on that, but I think that vote should be 
tomorrow, although I would certainly entertain some discussion 
or questions or comments today before we adjourn.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Landis. For discussion
on AM2018 to LB 505, Senator Tyson.
SENATOR TYSON: Members of the body, Senator Landis has some
very, very good arguments. The difficulty is that his bill 
violates another law. It's a law that is not capable of being 
repealed. Is the law of intended consequences. There are, in 
this country now, people who are actively engaged in smuggling 
and we can't speak too harshly of them because some of our 
national heroes such as John Hancock was a smuggler. That's how 
he made his living prior to the American Revolution. But you 
can do what you will with this bill. You're going to raise the 
price of cigarettes to where it's profitable to bring cigarettes 
into the state in an untaxed fashion. It's being done in other 
states now, California being one. It's being done on a very 
light tax in North Carolina. You fill your van with cases of 
cigarettes, go to New York and sell out of the back of the 
truck. And this is a "prosecutionless" crime. But over and 
above all that, and I agree with every word that Senator Landis 
says about the "profitity" of tobacco, I have mentioned in this 
body before that I started smoking at an early age, not because 
I was moved to do so by advertisement and so forth, but by the 
fact that I was making cigarettes for my father on a little 
"bugler" machine. I could probably move you to tears about how 
my little fingers were cut and bleeding from all that, but I 
won't because it would be a lie to begin with. I was able to 
quit when I was 60 years old which was, unfortunately, some time 
ago. I tried to quit smoking for about 20 years. Every word
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