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commonsense factor, I think we would want to allow these
particular vehicles to have the open container provision. Now,
I know that this bill does not change current law at all. But

it does reiterate about current practice...reiterate a policy
that is different from current practice. And I don"t know how
many of you all have been in either of these kind of vehicles in
the past few years or so, but you will know that the law is not
being followed to the letter. And there are champagne bottles
that are being opened in chauffeured vehicles, and I think that
it"s an acceptable practice when the person driving the vehicle
is licensed to do so. With that, 1 would just see if there's
any discussion at all on this policy, and | plan to withdraw the
amendment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Senator
Schmitt.

SENATOR  SCHMITT: Yes, Mr. President. | was going to stand up
and speak against this, but if she"s going to withdraw it, why,
I don"t know how much 1 really have to say. But I guess 1 just
feel this way. If you"re drinking out there on the road, it is
hard to enforce. If you have an open bottle in that vehicle,
that is pretty easy to detect if the violation is there. And |
guess | have a little problem with allowing the commercial
busses, commercial chauffeurs, whoever it is, for people that
are riding in those to consume alcohol when they"re out on the
public road. And one of the reasons | say that 1is, a lot of
times we condemn our teenagers, we condemn our young people for
things that they do, but I think we as adults set a poor example
sometimes, and 1 think this is one of them. As | made the
comment to one of the lobbyists that is very supportive of this,
if you cannot ride from Omaha to Lincoln to a ball game without
having alcohol, then you probably should go see one of the rehab
places and take the treatment. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Schmitt. Senator Bromm,
followed by Senator Tyson and Hilgert.

SENATOR BROMM: Thank you, Mr. Lieutenant Governor. And thank
you, Senator Schimek, for indicating that you wish to have
discussion on the amendment but that you intend to withdraw it.
That saves a lot of heartburn, at least for me, because I"m not



